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Abstracts

The Paradox of the Reception Theory Yuan Shishuo

The reception theory, also known as reception aesthetics, has a great influence on the theories and studies of
literature in China. Concepts such as Hans Robert Jauss’ “horizon of expectations” , which is the core concept in
the model of literary history centered on reader conception, Stanley Fish’s “reader-response criticism” theory,
Wolfgang Lser’s theory of “aesthetic response”, etc. , all exile the text and over-stress reader reception, render-
ing it difficult to justify themselves. As they cannot just leave the texts in their discourse, they return uncon-

sciously to the traditional path of literary criticism, causing a paradox between theory and practice,

Controversy on the Model of Dialogue among Civilizations: the Universal Value and the Core Value Xie Wenyu

The two models, namely, the model of civilization transition based on universal values and the one of civiliza-
tion consciousness based on core values, are two distinct models of dialogue among civilizations. The former ac-
tually regards some of the core values of the Western civilization as the universal value, and demands reform and
transition in the disadvantaged civilizations in the hope of effecting assimilation with those so-called “universal
values. ” This model of dialogue is apt to cause external confrontation, to hinder the parties concerned from de-
veloping a deeper understanding of their own core values, and to conceal their own blind spots. The latter, on
the other hand, emphasizes that different civilizations reflect upon their own sense of responsibility in the dia-
logue and communication, recognize their own core values, reveal their own blind spots, and effect self-renewal
accordingly. The model of civilization consciousness based on core values should be taken as the leading model in

the future,

Shifts in the Sense of Huaxia History in the Pre-Qin Times Zhang Fuxiang

The cultural community of Huaxia nationality, having originated in the prehistoric period and gone through
the period of Xia, Shang and Western Zhou dynasties, already possessed all kinds of internal elements and mech-
anism for the sustainable development of the conventionally called Han nationality by the Spring-and-Autumn
and Warring-States periods. Accordingly, the sense of Huaxia history based on the sense of tribal history also
got integrated gradually and rose as the leading ideology in the pre-Qin historical academics. Coming from “Yux-
ia”, the concept of Huaxia was an alternative name the pre-Qin scholars used when they recounted and recon-
structed the history of Huaxia. With its core values focusing on the political and cultural idea of “Great Unity”
and the distinction between “Hua” and “Yi”, Shang Shu came as the symbol of the maturity in the sense of
Huaxia history, underpinning the early Chinese ideology. The early writings on general history, Shi Ben and
The Bamboo Annals s comprehensively reflected the development of the sense of Huaxia history and the constitu-

tional system of early Huaxia historiography.

Shifts in the Narrative of Assassins During the Qin-Han Periods, a Case Study Li Jixiang

The “Biography of the Assassins” in The Historical Record included five historical characters, while the cast
in the stone carving of “the assassin group” in the Wu Family Shrines of the Eastern Han Dynasty consisted of
six, with the additional one being Yaoli. From The Strategy of the Warring States and Lv Shi Chun Qiu, to
The Historical Record , Shuo Yuan, History of the Han Dynasty, and the narrative of Yaoli of the stone carv-
ing, the shift indicates that Yaoli’s being excluded from the “Biography of the Assassins” in The Historical Re-
cord , was from Sima Qian’s consideration. The “assassin world” as written and shaped by Sima Qian, however,

had not ended after him. A new narrative emerged in Liu Xiang's Shuo Yuan, with the five assassins reassem-
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bled. From the narrative text of The Historical Record to the narrative image of the stone carving in the Wu
Family Shrine, Yaoli had been re-shaped, and experienced a shift from “the assassin without” to “the assassin

within, ”

Zhang Dainian’s Axiological Studies; Theoretical Contribution and Contemporary Significance
Du Yunhui, Shao Junyong
Zhang Dainian is both an important pioneer in axiological studies in modern China during the 1930s and 1940s,
and an important participator in the upsurge of value studies during the 1980s and 1990s. Zhang’s axiological
studies cover general axiology and life axiology. His value category of “form-function” represents the integration
of dialectical materialism and classical Chinese axiology, and the combination of internal and external values
marks the start of modern ecological ethics. Zhang’s axiological studies provide a local theoretical resource for
the world axiology, which is the key to our re-evaluation of Zhang's outstanding position in the history of Chi-

nese philosophy and world philosophy in the perspective of axiology.

“Stopping the Excesses” and “Complying with the Aspirations” in the Political Ideas of Early Confucianism
Chao Fulin
The Bamboo Slips at Shanghai Museum and the Guodian Chu Bamboo Slips both contain the piece “Ziyi”,
which, when read in contrast with the extant editions, will yield precious materials for understanding the chan-
ges in early Confucian thoughts.” Early Confucians saw excessive desires on the part of the people on the one
hand, and on the other emphasized the reasonable appeals of the people that the superiors concern about them,
“Stopping the excesses” and “complying with the aspirations” mentioned in the chapter “Shang Ren Yi” of the

bamboo slip editions, are important discourses in the political ideas of early Confucians.

Viewing the Characteristics and Values of The Collected Annotations on the Historical Record from
Pei Yin’s Annotations on “The Chronicles of Gaozu of Han” Zhang Zhenjun
As one of the earliest annotations on The Historical Record , Pei Yin’s Collected Annotations on the Historical
Record is characterised and valued mainly in that it preserves various precious texts of and annotations on The
Historical Record in different early editions; it reveals the characters of the early annotations on The Historical
Record, including the method of self-reference first employed by Xu Guang; and it furthers Xu Guang’s work by

deeper insights as well as precise and reliable quotations.

Land Tax Converting to Silver During the Ming Dynasty as Seen in a Fiscal Perspective.
Centering on the Land Tax Records of Shanxi Province in the Fiscal Notes in the Reign of Wanli

Wan Ming, Hou Guanxiang
The 16th century witnessed a transformation in China’s finance and taxation characterized in the monetization
of silver, which was recorded in the Fiscal Notes in the Reign of Wanli, issued in 1582. The circumstances of
shipment, retention and convertion to silver of the land taxation therein are substantial for us to understand the
structure and evolution of the financial system during and before the Wanli period of the Ming dynasty, and to
study the development of land tax converting to silver and silver monetization. In the case of Shanxi Province,
the proportion of silver monetization of land tax had reached 32% by the year 1578, which represented an obvi-
ous progress from the accidental and incidental nature of corresponding circumstances of the Jiajing period. Be-
sides land tax, the other kinds of corvee, commercial tax and sundry tax were also collected in silver. After-
wards, with the general implementation of the Law of Uniform Taxation, silver monetization went still further.
This trend in Shanxi in the beginning of globalization was in line with the megatrends of economic development at

home and abroad. The process of silver monetization in the Ming dynasty was long and hard, yet irresistible.
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Droit de Seigneur in the Modern Jiangsu and Shandong Area:
Social Stratification and Personality Alteration Ma Junya
The landowners in modern Jiangsu and Shandong area owned droit de seigneur to the sharecroppers, which
was the result of alteration of social structure. The society in this area differentiated into the interest group of
great landowners who possessed large quantities of land, and the poor group who had little land, as the social
structure evolved into the model of dumbbell but not pyramidal due to the lack of middle classes. The great land-
owners who possessed the executive, military and economic powers and were generally not subject to the proce-
dural rules mostly indulged in instinctive enjoyments, and could not pursue a personality of higher-achievement
motivation. On the one hand, they utilized the loose policies of the government to implement all kinds of super-
economic powers to the poor, including droit de seigneur; on the other hand, they utilized their control over the
lower classes to instigate revolts among thousands of poor people against the government which represented the
interests of upper social circles in their pursuit for more illegal profits. Their ultimate ideal was to become the

emperor who could enjoy more bodily cravings.

The Compilation of Philosophical Writings in Pre-Qin Times and the Generation of Classics in the “Axial Age”:
Taking the Completion Process of Han feizi for Example Ma Shinian
The compilation of philosophical writings in the pre-Qin times is a very complicated problem, which involves
the style of classical books and the generation of classics in the “Axial Age.” In this respect, the compilation
process of Hanfeizi is fairly representative. Its compilation went through two basic stages. First, Han Fei’s
disciples sorted out his teachings, and assembled his writings into a collection after his death, but that was not a
so completed work in comparison to the extant edition. Secondly, before Emperor Wudi of Han banished the
writings of Shen Buhai, Shang Yang, Han Fei and other scholars in 140 B. C. , people who enjoyed access to the
court library in the early Han Dynasty managed to incorporate the court documents of the Qin Dynasty such as
Chu Jian Qin, Cun Han and etc. in Han Fei's writings. From this case, we can get a better idea of the signifi-
cance of the “Axial Age. ” The so-called spiritual master in that period was in a greater sense a creator of cultural

classics; being mainly the pioneer of the school, he was also related to the whole school.

Remarks on Jin Shengtan by Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren: a Case Study of the Relations between
Modern Literature and the Literature of the Late Ming and Early Qing Period Lu Lin
In the early 1930s, from the restriction of personal opinions and requirements of political-cultural controversy,
Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren successively issued essays on Jin Shengtan. The complicated identity between writer
and scholar, as well as the pragmatic attitude toward the basic materials, had resulted in the selection of docu-
ments, and the intended or unintended manipulation of details. Lu Xun deconstructed Zhou Zuoren’s narration of
literary history in the style of Essay, while Zhou Zuowen attempted to dispel the practical problems raised by Lu
Xun through a literary approach. The divergent orientation in life, cultural interest and literary advocacy had
grasps on their evaluation of Jin Shengtan, while defects in material quotation limited the value of their remarks
in academic history. Measuring the rights and wrongs in the evaluation of Jin Shengtan by the Zhou brothers
provides a special perspective on the relations between modern literature and the literature of the late Ming and

early Qing period.

On the Value of Modern Writers’ Diaries in Literary History:
With a Discussion of Two Problems in the Studies Liu Zengjie
The diaries of modern writers abound both in quantity and in content, which remain a modern academic field
to be further developed. Diary is the mirror of the writer’s emotional world. In their diaries, Hu Shi issued the

shout of shouldering the responsibility for creating a new literature, Lu Xun noted down the birth of A



168 XEY 201345 % 1Y

Madman’s Diary, and Wu Mi expressed his bewilderment to the literature revolution, In the late 1940s, the as-
sassination of Wen Yiduo came as a viclent shock on Ye Shengtao, Zhu Ziging and other writers, and their dia-
ries betrayed their anxiety and anger intensively. In the late 20th century, the diaries of Yang Mo, Ba Jin, Yu
Pingbo, Chen Baichen and other writers presented their indignation and helplessness before the irresistible vio-
lence from different aspects, and deeply revealed the absurdity and sin of the Cultural Revolution. The diaries of
modern writers also constitute an important part of the coverall library of modern literary history, including the
writers’ discovery and surprise on the overseas trips in their early years, material collection in the discipline con-
struction of modern literature, and blunt remarks unusual in public writings. The studies of modern writers’ dia-
ries are faced with two urgent tasks: one is to rescue and reorganize the diaries, and the other is to strengthen
discrimination and interpretation in the process of sorting out. Integrating the studies of literary history and of
diaries will probably allow us to approach the truth of the objects, and thus enriching and rewriting the existing

conclusions.

The Transition of Literature and Art Organizations and the Establishment of
Literature System in the Liberated Areas Guo Guochang
After the Yan’an Forum on Literature and Art, literature in the liberated areas rapidly headed for institution-
alization as the contemporary literature system was being established in an attempt to standardize the develop-
ment of literature. As one of the essential factors of the Yan’an literature system, the transition of literature and
art organizations had directly boosted the shaping of the Yan’an literature system. Since the “Speech” by Mao
Zedong became the policy for literature and art, the former “intellectual” literature and art organizations, with a
spirit of enlightenment and social criticism as their basic idea, had been replaced by the “worker-peasant-solider”
ones represented by “village opera troupes” and “art troupes” as the main body of literature and art organizations
in the liberated area, which, upholding the “worker-peasant-solider” orientation as their organizational idea, be-
came the disseminator of party ideology in the development of literature during the later period of the liberated
area. In that period, as a carrier of party ideology, the literature and art organizations took special forms, and
were all operated under the ideological norms of the Chinese Communist Party. Essentially, the transition of the

organizations was a process of party ideologicalization.

Lv Ying: Personal Character and Academic Thoughts Tan Haozhe

As a famous left-wing literary theorist, translator and esthetician, Lv Ying expounded the literary validity of
realism, emphasized the truth of art containing the writer’s true emotions and truthful grasping of the essence of
reality based on rational understanding, aiming not only at expressing the reality, but also effecting changes in
the reality. Converging rational thinking on beauty with exploration, Lv advanced that beauty is a kind of sub-
jective ideological evaluation as well as a human idea, which became one of the four representativé views in the
sweeping discussion on aesthetics during the 1950s and 1960s. Nowadays we feel that Lv’s idea of artists interve-
ning the movement of reality should be considered in such perspectives as essentialism, epistemology and theory
of practice. Moreover, by reinterpreting Nikolay Chernyshevsky’s proposition of “beauty is life”, based on the i-
dea of humanized nature in Marx’s The Manuscript on Economics and Philosophy in 1844, Lv demonstrated the
historical generation of beauty and the idea of it from the practice of human society, thus breaking the theoretical
predicament in the binary separation between mind and matter, between the sense of beauty and beauty itself as

caused by the philosophical division between materialism and idealism.
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