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Abstracts

What is Confucianism: Its Kernel and Multiple Dimensions Yang Guorong

It is ren (benevolence or humanity) and /i (the ritual or etiquette) that constitute the kernel of the
Confucianism, which makes it pecular to other schools in the history of Chinese thought. Besides being reflectd
in the system of Confucian thought the unity of ren and i is also manifested in various domains of human
existence including spiritual world, social area and the transition region between Heaven and Humanity. The
spiritual world is composed of the spiritual pursuit, the spiritual comfort and the spiritual promotion specifically
referring to the religious and ethical dimensions and the comprehensive spiritual status. From the perspective of
philosophy the social domains in which the Confucianism expands include politics, ethics and the world of
everyday life. As to human existence, the spiritual world refers to the relationship between a human being and
oneself, while the social domains related to the relationship among human beings. Observing from the wider
horizon, the human existence also contians the transition region between Heaven and Humanity which should
also be understood from the perspective of ren and /i. In one word, as the key idea the unity of ren and /i runs
through all the aspects of the Confucianism, through which the Confucianism manifest itself as a comprehensive
cultural idea system. The embodiment and reality of the Confucianism also lie here, contrasting to which the
contemporary mind-focused Confucianism, politics-focused Confucianism, institute-focused Confucianism, life-
focused Confucianism usually take some aspect as the whole Confucianism and thus being trapped in various

partial understanding of Confucianism.

The Opportunity and Predicament in the Development of Contemporary Confucianism:

A Perspective of the Relation among Political Confucianism and Other Value Ideas Li Hongwei

Contemporary Confucianism revives on the basis of Chinese people’s new pursuit of the meaning world of
existence since the 20th century, as well as the ideological tendency on constructing the cultural foundation of
national political community in China since modern times, so its development today has historical necessity.
However, contemporary political Confucianists in the person of Jiang Qing focus concern on order especially
heavenly order, and emphasize the importance of ritual order as well as innate human inequality, thus causes the
collision between the order structure in their understanding and the values of freedom and equality. Yet
according to the discourse of Tocqueville who is often cited by Jiang Qing, equal status is exactly the foundation
of modern society. In addition, if following Jiang Qing’s understanding of ritual order, the status of rule of law
as the foundation of a modern society would fall, and the internal identity between rights and obligations would
be imbalanced. And we consider that Liang Qichao’s idea and construction of public morality can act as the
general conditions for joining the traditional and modern times, advancing rights and obligations together,

maintaining the continuity of social orders, and building a society ruled by law.

The Origin of the Historical Theory of the Southern China School Wang Chuan
The Southern China school is a very important academic school in China. The formation of the school’s
historiography theory is rooted in the academic traditions of “looking down” and interdisciplinary scholarship

since the establishment of Sun Yat-sen University. Inheriting Fu Yiling and Liang Fangzhong’s theory and
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methods in the field of Chinese social economic history. Absorbs the historiography theory of the Annales
School. The formation of the South China School history theory is closely related to the changes of society and
academic trends in China in the past century. It reflects some of the common characteristics of Chinese

historiography from traditional to modern.

Early Chinese Intellectual History in Language Discourse:

Reexamining the Synchronicity of Philological and Philosophical Approaches Dennis C.H. Cheng

This essay argues that “language” is not only a “medium” carrying “meaning” but essentially a “method”
which structures the development of Chinese intellectual history of the pre-Qin period. While Chinese character
is the unification of visual form, sound and meaning, Chinese “philology,” the study of the language as such,
should not be limited to the study of verbal meaning of characters, likewise, the study of Chinese philosophy
should not exclude the study of visual form and sound of Chinese characters. Base on the artistic “language
discourses” in the Five Classics, Confucius declares his “ming jiao” (teaching of Names) in order to reinstate
the social and political order by connecting/binding the moral meaning of ethic “names” to their sounds and
visual forms, ethical responsibility will then be assigned to people in the society via the unification of “ming”
(name) and “shi” (content). Later philosophers of the Warring State period respond to and criticize on the
“ming jiao” by redefining/reinterpreting the relationship of “ming” and “shi. ” The debates among philosophers
on “language” construct a grand picture of “language discourses” and draw the main theme of Chinese

intellectual history of the pre-Qin period.

Changing the Barbarian to Comply with Cathay:

An Analysis of the Political Idea and Practice of the Five Barbarians Lei Ge

Scholars tend to arrange and evaluate the position and characteristics of the Northern Barbarians in Chinese
history in a perspective of Huaxia centralism, but negelect the historical traits of the barbarians as well as their
impact and even subversion of the ideas of the Han people. The barbarians added a new rank in the emperor and
king system of Han, and made it a three-level sequence of king, heavenly king, and emperor. The Han people
said that the barbarians cannot be emperor, yet the Five Barbarians and the Sixteen Kingdoms thoroughly denied
this proposition. The course of the barbarian emperors entered and hosted central China is not only a course that
they learning and integrating into Chinese civilization, but also a course that they reflecting and revising the
pedigree of Chinese orthodoxy. The ideas of the barbarian people influenced Chinese thought by means of
practice but not thinking. The greatest contribution of their ideas to Chinese intellectual history is to prove that

the imperial power system is a lifeful and open system of political and moral civilization.

The Prophesy of the “Essential Spirit of Red” and Politics of the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties  Dai Guoxi

With similar character, the prophesies of the essential spirit of Red and the ninth generation of Red were
both written by Gan Zhongke and Xia Heliang et al. in the reign of Emperor Chengdi of the Western Han,
aiming at persuading the emperor to change the ritual system and offer sacrefices to Heaven and Earth.
However, the prophesies did not function at that time, but played a role in the period from Emperor Aidi of the
Western Han to Emperor Zhangdi of the Eastern Han. Emperor Aidi changed the designation of his reign in

June, 5 B. C. was affected by those prophesies, and the situation that the leaders who rose rebellions in the reign
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of Wang Mang all called themselves as the “successor of the Han dynasty” was also rela ted to them. Emperors
Gengshi and Guangwu successively grafted themselves onto the “ninth generation of Red” to gain allegiance of
the people. Moreover, the prophesy of the “ninth generation of Red” had a significant impact on politics of the
early Eastern Han dynasty. The ancestral temple system was established around this prophesy, and it promoted
“making rites and music” to be the political object in this period. Such influence was caused by the special

historical background in the transitional period of the two Han dynasties.

The Frontier Pattern in the Kaiyuan Reign and the Relationship with Northwest Minorities of the Tang Dynasty:
Centering on the Group of Poems Composed in Tibetan Regime in the Dunhuang Documents Zhong Shulin
Being collected in No. P. 2555 of the Dunhuang Documents, the group of 72 poems which were composed

when the writer was trapped in Tibetan Regime reflect the frontier pattern in the Kaiyuan reign as well as the

complicated relationship between the Tang court and minorities in the northwest. This group of poems epitomise
the frontier relationship of the Tang court with the Tibetan Empire, Turkish, the Arab Empire, Turkic, and
etc. in the last year of Kaiyuan. The creative time can be presumed as from the winter of A. D. 734 to the
autumn of A. D. 736, but not during or on the eve of Dunhuang being occupied by the Tibetan Empire as
formerly considered. “Uncle Wang the Protector-general” called by the writer is Anxi Protector-general Wang

Husi, an important commander garrisoned the western regions in the later Kaiyuan period; and the writer is

actually Li Hao, a kinsman of the imperial house and Secretary of Ministry of Personnel who served as an envoy

to the frontier, but not Mao Yaya or Ma Yunqi as used to say.

The Tension of Rituals in Qing-Choson Relations:

Focusing on Qing Emperor’s Installation of the Choson King’s Successor in the Kangxi Period Son Sung-wook

Qing emperor’s installation was an important foundation for the relationship between Qing empire and
Choson dynasty. Qing empire used it to consolidate Qing-Choson relations and the tribute system. Choson
dynasty obtained the legitimacy of royal family and political stability by it. In 1721, Choson dynasty requested
Qing empire to install Choson king’s successor in serious political struggle. In 1696, Qing empire had rejected it.
The reason was as follows: according to The Collected Statutes of the Ming Dynasty, the bastardy eldest son
could become the king’s successor only when the king and queen had no legitimate eldest son over 50 years.
Therefore the Choson’s envoy had difficult in diplomatic activities for installation in Beijing. Emperor Kangxi
finally considered political stability of Choson dynasty, especially allowed the installation of the King’s
successor. However, he also warned that “brother’s succession to the throne is temporary convenience,” and
emphasized the rite of succession to the throne. It shows that Qing empire used the rule by rites to control over
Choson dynasty. Choson dynasty persuaded Qing Empire with ritual discourse, and was gradually incorporated

into Qing-centered world order based on the rule by rites.

An Introduction into the Ontology of Sympathization:
With a Discussion with Li Zehou and Chen Lai Cai Xiangyuan
A key question of Confucianism is how an affection originated from heart can become a metaphysical Dao that
unites the self and the thing, the inner and the outer. To this question. there are two typical different

responses, that is, respectively from the perspective of entity and of feeling. The first answer focuses on the
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metaphysical dimension of Benevolent Dao. It realizes the metaphysical construction of Benethvolent Dao; however, it
makes it to be an abstract entity, therefore deviating from the original meaning of the benevolence of the benevolent.
The latter goes back to the feeling of the benevolent and thus avoids the substantiation of Benevolent Dao. However, it
falls into the dilemma of empiricism. The ontology of sympathization intends to disclose how the benevolent Dao can be
established in the benevolence of the benevolent and while transcends the subjective constraint of the benevolent, thus

becoming the pivot uniting the self and the thing, the inner and the outer.

A Textual Research of Zhu Di “Abolishing” the Reign Title of “Jianwen” :

With the Proof of The Of ficial Documents on Prince of Yan in the Jingnan Campaign

Collected by Kong Shangren Yang Yongkang

The Of ficial Documents on Prince of Yan in the Jingnan Campaign collected by Kong Shangren can prove
the historical fact that Zhu Di did “abolish” the reign title of Jianwen. Combining with the related narrations in
Records of the Jingnan Campaign in Fengtian and Veritable Records of Taizu, we can form some new
recognitions about the fact: first, Zhu Di had already “abolished” the title of Jianwen before he ascended to the
throne. He numbered the second year of Jianwen reign (A. D. 1400) with Gengchen in the sexagenary cycle.
The following year, he began to use the designation of Hongwu, and subseqently changed the designation of
Jianwen to deny the legitimacy of Emperor Jianwen. Secondly, while Zhu Di abolished politics of Emperor
Jianwen after his enthronement, he also formally abolished the designation of Jianwen and legalized the
designation of Hongwu. Then, official historians in the reign of Xuande considered that there revealed too much
obvious intention of “usurpation” behind “abolishing” the designation of Jianwen, so they created the calandar of
the first year, second year, third year, and thirty-fifth year of Hongwu to replace the calandar of Hongwu reign
while compling the Veritable Records of Taizu. This kind of concealing made confusion in later generations.
Finally, because of the misreading of the narration in the Veritable Records of Taizu , the courtiers in the reign
of Wanli denied that Zhu Di once “abolished” the designation of Jianwen in their political action of recovering the
designation of Jianwen. Many renowned scholars such as Wang Shizhen, Yu Jideng, Gu Yanwu, and Pan
Chengzhang accepted this statement to a certain degree, which greatly influenced History of the Ming Dynasty

and later ages.

Mobility and Stability:
A Textual Research of the Origins of Titles of Rhapsodies in the Selections of Refined Literature
Yang Xiaobin
About the titles of poems and prose collected in the Selections of Refined Literature, we should learn both
the stability therein, and the changes and mobility from the beginning of compilation to later circulation. Taking
the rhapsodies (fu) for instance, some of the original titles were named new titles, and some were miswrote in
the circulating process. Among those adapted titles, some are subheadings of divisions, and some are titles of
preface to the piece of rhapsody. And the latter situation was a kind of mistake occured in circulation, mainly
caused by the division during the compilation. After the division, original titles no longer fit the content, and so
came the new titles. Of course, not all long rhapsodies must be or could be divided. The preconditions for
division are firstly decided by the features of a piece of rhapsody on its structure, style, and content; and

secondly concerned with the writing process and circulating characteristics of the rhapsodies.
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