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Abstracts

“How to Construct Philosophy and Social Sciences with Chinese Characteristics” (Conversations by Writing I)
Zheng Yongnian, Yang Lijun, Xu Yong, Yao Yang, and Ma Guoging
Editor’s Note: In the past forty years, the distinctive path China has followed allowed it to rise to the status
of a world power. Chinese characteristics, such as the state’s institutional planning and social structure, had a
spillover effect, invalidating many conclusions in social sciences that had previously been assumed “universal,”
even though they were based on the West’s historical experience. Following this historical shift, the paradigms
and frameworks offered by Western science gradually came to be considered less effective when it came to
interpreting the Chinese experience. Chinese humanities and social sciences slowly turned toward valuing China’s
realities and idiosyncrasies. Since then, the “real China” has been rediscovered, and new theoretical models
based on scientific principles have been elaborated to better reflect Chinese realities. Furthermore, scholars have
also recognized China’s urgent need for an ideological, scientific, and cultural discursive power and soft power
that would match, on a global scale, its economic status. On that account, Journal of Literature, History,
and Philosophy hosted a conference with the theme of “How to Construct Philosophy and Social Sciences with
Chiness Characteristics” in June 2018, and the group of conversations by writing launched in the current issue

are part of the achievements of the conference.

A Discussion of the Weak Free Development Model of Scholar, Farmer, Artisan, and Merchant

in the Middle and Late Imperial Times Li Zhi’an

As one of the policy models of imperial China governing people and administering landlord economy., the
weak free development of scholar, farmer, artisan and merchant started with “exchanging goods and
accumulating wealth” in the State of Qi in the Warring States period. and finally formed in the period from late
Tang to the Northern and Southern Song dynasties. This policy was mainly implemented in most times {rom late
Tang to the Qing dynasty, and late Tang to the Northern and Southern Song dynasties is the most typical
period: the “Two-tax law” made the way, and not restraining merge acted as the basic guide, which is actually
the achievements and final victory of the “Tang-Song Transition” on governing people and social structure. The
essence of the model lies in that incorporating both administrative means and economic means, changing identity
control to regulation mainly on finance, no granting land, no restraint of merge, corvee and conscription
disappeared basically, and encouraging to lay equal stress on agriculture and commerce as well as people
acquiring wealth. The four people gained more freedom, and identity distinctions as well as corresponding
controls no more existed, so scholars and rich people constructed two dominate forces on politics and economy.
This model largely eliminated the disadvantages of changing able-bodied men into “national serfs” by heavy taxes
and corvees, and of excessive control of economy and jeopardizing the motive power of private economy. It
searched out a more rational way for the model of registering people for farming and warfare, improved people’s
relationships of dependence, and suited the development tendency of landlord economy, handicraft industry, and
commerce, which was beneficial to productivity growth and burgeon of new economic factors. Meanwhile, the
four aspects (paramont ownership of imperial power, periodic crisis of land merge., “commercialization of
power,” and collusion between government officials and businessmen) still followed the old system of registering

people for farming and warfare. So it is more than certain adaptation under new historical conditions.
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“Politics of the Dead”, or “Politics of the Living” .

The Political Significance of Posthumous Titles in Traditional China Yu Keping

Shifa (principles of conferring posthumous titles) is one of the longest-running institutions in Chinese
history, and one of the basic institutional designs of traditional Chinese officialism. The direct purpose of
developing the shifa system was to “exhort good and punish wrongdoing,” incentivizing people to be loyal to
their lord and love their country to earn their place in history. But from the perspective of political science, the
main function of the shifa system was to strengthen hierarchy and privilege, to manufacture political legitimacy
and to steer political appraisals. Fundamentally, it worked to serve the despotic rule of the privileged class, of
which the emperor was most representative. Shifa meant calling judgment only after death, but there is not a
single element of this “politics of the dead” that did not reflect a real-life political need or the power struggles of
the living. In reality, it was a “politics of the living.” As an important and long-prevailing part of Chinese
traditional culture, today shifa continues to have a certain kind of latent influence on society. At a new moment
in history, rooting out the negative effect of the shifa system in strengthening hierarchical privilege, and giving

genuine play to its positive role in promoting virtue and punishing vice, remains an important task for us today.

Between Monarchical Power and Ecclesiastical Power:

A Study of the Political Theories and System of European Ecclesiastical Scholars

in Late Medieval Period Gu Luanzhai

In late medieval period, ecclesiastical scholars accepted the thought legacy of the classical and early medieval
period. Based on the interpretation and innovation of the legacy, they put forward a series of political theories.
These theories began with treasuring life, took natural law and natural rights as the starting point, grounded
arguments on the basic rights of human being as individuals, deduced two co-existing tops of power through the

‘

track of “consent” or “common consent” and formed a complete logical system. They exerted restrictions and
constraints on monarchical power and ecclesiastical power in practice. Conciliarism, which was the product of
these political theories, restricted the concentration of ecclesiastical power and prevented the formation of pope
autocracy. However, the traditional academic research about the nature of conciliarism and pope autocracy lacks
objective basis and is not fair enough. The political theories of ecclesiastical scholars not only had a direct impact
on political practice then and there, but also had an important influence on later great historical events, for

instance, English Revolution, the Enlightenment in Europe and America, French Revolution, American War of

Independence etc. » especially on early modern and modern political systems in Europe and America.

The Theory of Levels in Literature System :

With a Discussion of the Establishment and Defect of the Proposition “System and Literature” Rao Longsun

After the academic accumulation in over three decades, the studies of literature system has reached
considerable scope and depth, and gained remarkable achievements. Yet there still exist problems, mainly show
as: the academic orientation is not clear enough; the theory of levels in literature system has not been
established, and different levels have not been connected as an organic whole; relevant studies are largely
comprised of case and sectionalized study. while overall or comprehensive research is insufficient. Rational
studies of literature system must first respect the prescription of literature, and then establish the theory of
levels in literature system containing the outer, middle, and inner levels, which finally aims at holistic research
of literature system. To be specific, future studies of Chinese literature system should handle the following five
couples of relation: passivity and self-generation, boundary and self-sufficiency, founction and self-nature,

response and self-adaptation, as well as variation and self-actualization.
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The Tradition of “Poetic History” and the “Variety of Music Bureau” Movement

in the Late Ming and Early Qing Period Ye Ye

Starting with Wang Shizhen’s suite poems of “Variety of Yuefu,” there once rose a creation trend in poetic
circle characterized by the style of new yuefu, the purpose of satirizing current matters, and theoretical
guideline of “poetic history” from the later Jiajing reign to the early Kangxi reign. This movement advocated the
new yuefu creations wrote by Du Fu and other Tang poets, yet differed from the Tang yuefu for the poets’
independent and targeted consciousness of “poetic history,” which formed a realistic reflection of the great
changes in late Ming and the change of regime between the Ming and Qing dynasties. Meanwhile, this
significant literary pheonomenon provides a new approach for understanding the poetic origin and modern

tradition of the Meicun style.

From a Job Title to an Official Post (Part One) :

A Case Study of the Editor from Han to the Southern and Northern Dynasties Liu Xiao

In the Western Han dynasty, “Editing Clerk” was only a job title whose duty was held by other officials
concurrently, The “Editor” in the Eastern Han was an idiom combined by “Editing Clerk” and “ Court
Gentlemen”, with the latter as its essence, which means accept the duty of collating books with status as Court
Gentlemen. The Assistant in the Palace Library set in the Wei-Jin period was originally the official collating
books replacing the Editor, yet dissimilated to a initating post of powerful families due to the system of
hereditary aristocracy who did not do any job. In such cases, the Southern dynasty continued to follow the way
of other officials holding the duty, while the Northern dynasty increased “Editor” under the Assistant in the
Palace Library. The Editing Clerk and Editor in the Western and Eastern Han differ from the later “Assistant in
the Palace Library”. The former are expert dealing with specialized work, and the latter might only work on
simple text-proofing. The case study of the Editing Clerk evolving into an official post from a job title might

benefit for understanding some problems in the formation of bureaucracy better.

The Categories of “Fire and Water” and Chinese Civilization Gao Chengyuan

The pair of categories “fire and water” is the axis of Chinese civilization. In the chapter “Commentary on the
Relationship of the Hexagrams” of The Book of Changes, what is called “people using everyday without
knowing the Tao within” can be demonstrated as “fire and water. ” One philosopher of the Ming dynasty once
said that “the secret of nature just lies in fire and water. ” Because of frequent floods and droughts on the Yellow
Land, as well as the practice for cooking millet food, the Huaxia ancestors held an unique understanding of the
interaction between fire and water, and then formed the idea of “harmony.” which also formed the origin of the
“unification between Heaven and Man. ” The idea of “interdependence between fire and water” can be regarded
as China’s scientific theory, and the West has not reached the cognition on the ice-coal correspondence. The
speicfic two-level structure of yin-yang and fire-water in Chinese culture lies in generalized philosophy and

science, which can just act as complementation to the Western idea.

Zhuangzi and the Artistic Truth Zheng Kai
As a philosopher, Zhuangzi has a typical character of poet and artist and has a thorough understanding of the
taste of the esthetic, the artistic truth, and the free creation. Through meditating the non-being, the

unpredictable activity of artistic creating, and the spiritual status of passing away with the objects (wuhua).
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Zhuangzi comes into contact of the essential relationship between the philosophical thinking and the artistic
truth, which coincides with the law of esthetic experience and artistic creating both ancient and modern. The

artistic truth revealed in Zhuangzi really constitutes the living source of the artistic spirit of China.

Disposition Theory by the Confucianist Zisi School and Legal Thoughts Ma Teng

Known as one of the holy men in Confucianism, Zisi inherited Confucius’ thinking and inspired Mencius, and
played an important role in the development of Confucianism in the pre-Qin period. With existing documents and
Confucian bamboo scriptures excavated in Guodian, we can see Zisi not only carried forward Confucian moral
teaching, but also was an inspiration source for the Legal School in the Warring States Period. According to the
Zisi School, favoring interest and avoiding harm is a human nature upon which social disciplines and even ruling
system are based, and that provides a clue for the political and legal discourse paradigm during the Warring
States Period. Centered on disposition theory, the Zisi School placed their political ideal between traditional idea
of ruling and realistic utilitarianism, hence its inclusiveness of different social disciplines. It upholds the
fundamental significance of morality while advocating ruling by laws and that rewarding, punishing. post and
wage promotion shall be exercised. As a transitional Confucian school between Confucius and Mencius, the Zisi
School shed new light on the thinking of disposition, discrimination between ren (benevolence) and /i (interest) ,
choice between /i (rites) and fa (laws), and coordination between punishment and reward. It may also inspire
and actually echoes later Fa School, thus it suggests the possibility of fusion between Confucianism and the

Legal School in the pre-Qin period and a later thinking featuring incorporation of the two thoughts.

The Phenomenological Premises of the “Responsibility of One’s Own Affectivity” Xu Fachao

Dualism of human existence profoundly affects the understanding of our emotional life, so much that its
characteristics of passivity are emphasized by most theories of emotion, promising us giving up (at least in part)
the responsibility of one’s own affectivity. Instead. depending on the phenomenological tradition, Sartre made
clear the inherent contradictions and foundation of this tendency, advocating the freedom and responsibility in
one’s own affectivity, which corresponds to his consistent theme of demonstrating the absolute freedom of
human being and his core commitment of his theory of affectivity. Under such commitment, Sartre’s theory of
affectivity, not only contributes to the solution of free will-determinism debate, but also provides opportunities

for the conversation with the affective science in-depth.

Mr. Zhao Lisheng in My Mind: Writing for the 100th Anniversary of His Birthday Li Huarui

As an outstanding Marxist historian, Mr. Zhao Lisheng holds persistent but not doctrinaire belief in
Marxism throughout his life. On the basis of improving awareness of Marxist theories, he deepens his
understanding of Marxist theories and restoring the knowledge structure of Marxist theories to free himself of
bigotry, which reflects the stand and mind of a real Marxist. Zhao applies the methodology of class analysis in
historical studies, which is largely related to his humanistic care of the suffering people as well as great emotion
for his home country. That should be the psychological and emotional foundation of his belief in Marxism.
Although he does not specialize in the studies of the Song dynasty, Mr. Zhao owns insightful and profound
understanding of the local force in this period, and even the overall condition and mainstream phenomenon in the

social development in the Song dynasty.
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