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“Substituting Translation for Creation” in Women’s Novels:
With the Discussion of a Tendency in Early Period of Cultural Exchange between China and the West
Guo Yanli
In the 1910s, there emerged a trend of substituting translation for creation in novel writings by Chinese
women, which was a product of a newborn style in the evolution of modern Chinese literature. At that time,
Chinese women were influenced by the plots, characters, and rhetorical devices of Western literature when they
wrote novels. This phenomenon was closely related to the deepening of the “introduction of Western learning to
the East” as well as women writers’ reading of Western novels, and ended with the trend of “substituting trans-
lation for creation. ” They transplanted, filtered and remolded the Western novels into new texts which ex-
pressed localized characteristics, “Substituting translation for creation” was a guiding principle for modern
women novels, as it broadened the way to learn from the Western literature, and benefited the development of
local literature and culture. This phenomenon also appeared in the creation of new poetry during the May Fourth
Movement, and even earlier, in the works on history and geography in early modern times. Its occurrence was
both a conscious behavior that the generation of intellectual elites sought the truth and learnt from the West ac-
tively, and a new exploration and practice to broaden the cultural/academic perspective as well as promote the

development of local culture/literature.

The Noumenon of Emotion: a Dialogue on Chinese Philosophy Li Zehou, Liu Yuedi

In recent years, Li Zehou has been asserting that “It is time for Chinese philosophy to ascend the world
stage,” and to focus on the “ontology of emotion. ” This kind of emotional philosophy originating from China is
regarded as owning the “global sense”, which attempts to be a universal philosophy. The “noumenon of emo-
tion” is a transformational creation within the Chinese tradition, thus we can answer the Western mainstream
political philosophy with the principle of “harmony exceeding justice”, and absorb the quintessence of utilitarian-
ism and liberalism with the structure of “emotion-reason”; it is a development of the theory of “four phases of
Confucianism”, thus one can espouse Xunzi’s thought as the orthodoxy, and return to the institutional Confu-
cianism in the Han Dynasty, continuing the development of “desire Confucianism” but not the “inwardness Con-
fucianism”. It is also an expansion form of “Chinese use of Western style”, thus cultivating new “external king”
through the new “internal saint” of “heaven-earth-nation-parent-teacher”, turning the a priori into experience,

and finally approaching to the “rational mystery” of being content and self-confident even in poverty.

Writing the “Book” of “Han”; the “Dynasty” and “History” in Ban Gu’s Works Li Jixiang

In the mind of the historian and author, a historical text must have its “beginning” as well as “ending”. The
physical patterns of texts handed down such as books, volumes, and pages, all reflect the arrangement and order
to narrate the history from beginning to end. Confucius considered this aspect of historical narration quite impor-
tant when he edited The Spring and Autumn Annals, Later, Records of the Grand Historian carried forward
the characteristics, as well as The Book of Han written by Ban Gu. It is not only a historical problem to Ban
Gu, but also a practical one. How did Ban consider his “present”? Living in the Eastern Han Dynasty, how did
he present the Western Han in The Book of Han? Influenced by “Gu Jiegang’s narrative”, previous studies of
the “virtue of the Han Dynasty” used to start from the “cycle of Five Virtues”. If skipping the sphere of modern

historiography and turning to “chronicle” and “spectrum” in ancient and modern perspectives from the edition of
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Shi Jing (A Genealogy of Kings and Emperors) in The Book of Han, we could outline a sequence from Confu-~

cius to Sima Qian to Liu Xin to Ban Gu.

A Textual Research of Li Zhi’s Name, Style, and Literary Name Ji Fahan

Li Zhi, one of the “Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou”, was self-styled Zongyang, and had the literary name Fu-
tang. Both his style and literary names were derived from the story of “Du Kui raising zhi (a kind of sacrificial
vessel as well as stoup)” in the piece “Tan Gong (Part Two)” of The Book of Rites, which is the most reliable
evidence that Li Zhi was named “Zhi” and not “Shan”. Through analyzing signatures and signets on all his paint-
ings, as well as historical and cultural analysis, we can find outthat Li Zhi was mistaken as “Li Shan”, not only
because of the collapse of classical studies since the Qin and Han Dynasties, but also because of a philological
corruption between “jiao” and “yu”; but also in the writing error over the past three hundred years which had
gradually caused confusion. In recent decades, the farfetched condition finally created a mistake hard to correct.
Clarifying Li Zhi’s name, style, and literary name illustrates the importance of inheriting the studies of excellent

traditional culture, and reveals the danger of unfamiliarity with traditional culture.

The Characteristics of Ritual System and the Mark of Ritual in Chinese Culture Hu Xinsheng

The concept of “rites” in ancient China contains three meanings of ceremony or formality, ethics, and politi-
cal hierarchy. They are all intertwined, while each has certain content. In researching the history of the Chinese
ritual system, both etiquette and ritual systems refer to the meaning of ceremony or formality of “rites”. Eti-
quette includes folk etiquette and national etiquette, and the latter, known as the “ritual system”, is the part
with national background and political force. Different from other institutions, the nature of the ritual system
lies in its performance, symbols, and standardization. Performance and symbols make the etiquette bear the sig-
nificance higher than daily life, as well as function of publicity; while stylization and standardization make the et-
iquette highly organized and normative, as well as have the function of maintaining and strengthening the social
and political hierarchy. The highly developed ritual system in ancient China embodied those two characteristics

of etiquette, leaving the mark of highly valuing performance and formula on Chinese culture.

Women in Court Hearings during the Late Qing and Republic of China.

Centered on the Confessions and Transcripts in the Longquan Judicial Files Du Zhengzhen

The confessions and transcripts of female parties in judicial files record their words in court. The significance
of these files lies in showing that the women themselves appeared in court, facing directly the county magistrate,
the judge, and the opposing party, and spoke. But that did not mean that the confessions and transcripts faith-
fully recorded their true speech and appeal. On the one hand, these writings were inevitably truncated, pol-
ished, edited, and even falsified in the recording process; on the other hand, although gender equality was one
principle in the reforms of law and procedure during the Republican period, the more specialized judicial proce-
dure and legal language had kept patriarchy lurking in the litigation process in subtle forms, which placed women

under the threat of another kind of strong discourse, thus unable to express their own appeals.

The Metaphysics and Thought of “Nature” in Laozi:
Centered on the Bamboo Slips at Beijing University Ikeda Tomohisa
Taking the edition of bamboo slips at Beijing University as the main material, and consulting the editions of
Guodian Chu Bamboo Slips, the Mawangdui Silk Copy, as well as the extant edition annotated by Wang Bi, we

could discuss the contradictory relationship between the metaphysics (and political thought based on it) and
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thought of “nature” (and political thought based on it) contained in Laozi. Only when these contradictory con-
cepts are resolved can the true philosophy in the Laozi (here refers to the philosophical and political thoughts) be
clarified. Using the term “ji zheng” in Chapter 16 in this edition, the age of this transcription might be pre-

sumed as the late Western Han Dynasty.

An Inquiry into Mencius’ Theory of “Good Human Nature” Zeng Zhenyu

About the viewpoint of human nature, Mencius maintained that it is good. There conceals deep misunder-
standing under this “national common sense”., Although Mencius claimed repeatedly that human nature has the
good principle from the levels of individual life experience and formal logic, he never denied that human nature
has an evil principle as well. According to Mencius’ ideas, the “four principles” of benevolence, righteousness,
propriety, and wisdom originate from heaven, and establish the whereabouts of life when settling down in hu-
man nature. The “goodness” of human nature is opposite to “evil”, but not the absolute one. We should follow
the principle of “interpreting Mencius in his own way” while studying his theory of human nature. The nature of
ordinary people contain “taste”, “color”, “sound”, and “smell”, though men of noble character do not regard
them as nature in the sense of self-cultivation. Scholars had disagreed in their understanding Mencius’ theory of
human nature since the Qin and Han Dynasties, mostly because they did not distinguish the two pairs of con-

cepts of “good principle” and goodness, as well as “nature of man of noble character” and “human nature”.

The “Life Confucianism” and Reconstruction of Confucianism Fu Yongju, Zheng Zhiwen"

Neo-Confucianism during the Song and Ming Dynasties appeared to “move between two extremes”. The
Neo-Confucianism in the Song Dynasty was originally known as transcendent metaphysics, until Zhu Xi advoca-
ted “li preceding matter”, and then established the “extreme” of “metaphysical absoluteness” and “pure tran-
scendence”. Against Neo-Confucianism, the studies of man’s animalistic nature and rational mind emerged in the
Ming Dynasty and intended to correct that partial point. Afterwards, Luo Qinshun presumed the growth and
collection of the whole creation as “/i”, and Wang Gen and Li Zhi discussed “Ii” in people’s everyday use, the
“extreme” of “physical absoluteness” and “pure experience” was thus established. With that approach as refer-
ence, Xu Fuguan’s idea inherits and develops the Confucian tradition of the doctrine of mean, which might be a
feasible approach when exploring the modern turn of New Confucianism. This is indeed the “Life Confucian-
ism”,
Canonizing the Records of the Grand Historian into a Classic of Literature:

Taking the Comments in the Ming Dynasty as a Case Study Zhang Xinke

The comments on Records of the Grand Historian are one of the special forms and important ways for it be-
coming a classic of literature, In the Ming Dynasty, with the emergence of retro trend in literature, continuous
development of printing technology, as well as popular literary media of historical extracts and commentary, the
literary comments of Records o f the Grand Historian flourished. Those comments involved many respects of the
book, such as its syle of composition, narrative, portrayal, language, and style. Flexible in forms, those com-
ments interpreted the literary connotation of Records o f the Grand Historian , as well as led readers to read care-
fully, to seek “secret codes” in the text, and to participate in realizing the value of the book. The comments re-
flected the thoughts, positions, and literary attainments of the commentators, which played a positive role in the
process of Records of the Grand Historian into a classic of literature. Many theoretical problems presented in
the comments also promoted the development of literary theories. The comments on Records of the Grand His-

torian in the Ming Dynasty had an important impact on the comments on the book of later ages.



168 X B o« 2014 £4 3 B

A Discussion of the Annotations of Poems by Bai Juyi Zhong Zhenzhen

Among the collections and annotations of poems by Bai Juyi written by the older generation of scholars, A
Collection of Bai Juyi by Wang Rubi, published by Shanghai Ancient Books Press in 1980, was of high quality
and had great influence. But some of his interpretations of Bai’'s poems are also worthy of discussion, such as

“Sending Guest Back to Shangdu in North Tower”, “Sensible for the First Trip to the Gorge”, etc.

A Study of the Chapter Titles of Historical Romances in the Early Ming Dynasty Hu Haiyi

The historical romance was the earliest mature and popular type of novel divided into chapters, and the ap-
pearance of chapter titles was the most notable characteristic of this literary style, To contrast the chapter titles
of several famous historical romances in the early Ming Dynasty with the outlines of Com pendium of History as
a Mirror, we can find that the latter evolved into the former in six main ways of copy, retrenchment, increas-
ing, replacement, exchange of word order, and integrated application. Meanwhile, wording of the captions was
deeply influenced by the orthodoxy and writing style of sublime words with implied meaning originated from The
Spring and Autumn Annals in Compendium of History as a Mirror. For the compilation of historical romance,
it was a result of having a model to rely on brought by Compendium of History as a Mirror becoming a required
writing for taking the imperial examination, and the historiographic trend of compiling compendium/outline in

the Ming Dynasty.

Deliberative Democracy and Electoral Democracy: Origin, Relationship and Future Development Ma Ben

The rise of deliberative democratic theory is generated on the basis of reflection to the electoral democracy.
Deliberative democracy is a communication-based democratic theory and its intension aims to restore the citizen-
ship of classical democracy. Deliberative democracy stresses communication and consensus, and urges citizen to
be involved in the process of deliberation and discussion concerning public good. Deliberative democracy is prac-
ticed in many countries and regions. Deliberative democracy and electoral democracy carry out the popular sover-
eignty as their common goal but use different approaches. Deliberative democracy provides a standard to inspect
current western electoral democracy, However, the nature of these two types of democracies is different and de-

liberative democracy cannot replace the role of electoral democracy.

Cause and Correction of the Tendency of “Centralization” in Democratic Centralism  Zhang Guanghui, Lu Jiyuan

In a sense, the political system in China today is shaped by the designed fundamental principle, i. e. demo-
cratic centralism, which has the major defect of powerful tendency of centralization and insufficient democratiza-
tion. To correct the tendency of centralization, the original meaning of democracy in democratic centralism
should be regained, and democratic centralism should act as an integral democracy, not just the combination of
“democracy” and “centralism”. Then, democratic centralism should be regarded as the unification of representa-
tive democracy and direct democracy, to guide and drive the design for democracy of democratic centralism with

the idea of scientific development and comprehensive political reform.
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