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Abstracts

Repainting the Historical Atlas of Chinese Literature Yang Yi

Repainting the historical atlas of Chinese literature is a practical academic objective, in that it requires one to
reflect on and discover the weaknesses of writings on Chinese literature over the past century. This paper propo-
ses three principles: the first is to strengthen our consideration of the spatial element of Chinese literature as op-
posed to just the temporal one; the second is to reinforce the emphasize the “margin literature” in relation to the
mainstream literature, i. e. , that of the “cultural center”; the third is to rediscover the cultural and artistic
meaning of the literature in question by taking a text-critical approach. In doing this, there are two methods that
need to be stressed: destroying the splendor and seeking repetition. The literary atlas thus repainted would be an
updated cultural identification card which could be used productively in academic dialogue with the rest of the

world.

One Example in the Studies of the History of Ideas:

A Supplementary Interpretation of the Piece “Baoxun” in the Bamboo Slips at Tsinghua University Chao Fulin

In most cases, the formation of a social idea takes place over a long period in ancient times. It is significant to
analyze the characteristics of social ideas in different periods for understanding the social thought in those times.
Being a rare specimen, the piece “Baoxun” in the bamboo slips at Tsinghua University provides us a glimpse into
the evolution of the idea “mean” (zhong, as in “golden mean”) in the period from Emperor Shun to King Wen of
Zhou. The “mean” in this piece was mentioned when King Wen talked about Emperor Shun and Shangjia Wei,
but King Wen did not mention “mean” in regards to himself. In King Wen’s description, it was “mean” when
Emperor Shun conformed to popular will and measured Yin and Yang , as well as when Shangjia Wei gained the
support of tribal populations. That accords not only with the facts of ancient history, but also with the period
while the mean turned from a practical form to an ideal during the Shang and Zhou Dynasties. At the times of
King Wen of Zhou, there had not emerged the expressions of “impartiality” (zhongzheng) or “neutralization”
(zhonghe) , but these meanings were contained in the simple “mean. ” The piece “Baoxun” is just a reflection of
such situation. It would be premature to say that King Wen of Zhou had the thought of “attaining a state of har-
mony” in “Golden Mean” of The Book of Rites. The idea of “mean” as an ideology bloomed in the times of the
Duke of Zhou. A satisfactory understanding of the aporia of interpreting the piece “Baoxun” might be acquired if

we review it from the perspective of the evolution of an idea.

Chen Yinke’s Scholarship of Classical Chinese Literature:

Starting from the Entrance Exam of Tsinghua University in 1932 Lu Yang

In August 1932, Chen Yinke (also Chen Yinque) was invited to design the Chinese entrance exam for the
Westernized Tsinghua University. He surprised the public by adopting traditional duiduizi (“making antitheti-
cal couplets”) as a key component of the exam. Inclusion of examples like Sun Xingzhe (a nick name of Sun
Wukong, the Monkey King from Xiyouji) among the list of duizi questions was particularly controversial. In
Chen’s own elaboration on the rationale behind his inclusion of duiduizi, he pointed to their ability to test
students’ competence in four different skill sets: knowledge of parts of speech, tonality, vocabulary and the abil-
ity to think. While the first three are stylistic characteristics of parallel structured duizi, it is the fourth quality
that sets the stage for a truly competent and creative response, one in which the two antithetical parts are

matched grammatically and connected in substance, together creating a unified poetic effect and coherent narra-
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tive. This process, according to Chen, resembled the three stages of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis in Hegeli-
an logic. In his final years of life, Chen revealed that his intended match for Sun Xingzhe was Hu Shizhi (the
studio name of Hu Shih), the leading figure of the New Cultural Movement and a friend of Chen. While current
scholarship has focused on this controversy and Chen’s theory on duiduizi {from the perspectives of the cultural
war among early 20th century Chinese intellectuals and Chen’s cultural conservatism, no serious attempt has
been made to explain how Chen’s theory of duiduizi, especially the rule of creating a synthesis, can be applied
to the actual duizi used in the exam, especially Sun Xingzhe. Why does the matching of Sun Xingzhe with Hu
Shizhi create a synthesis beyond its playful parallelism? This is no small matter because an investigation in this
direction helps us to understand Chen Yinke’s unique perspective on parallelism in classical Chinese writing. It
also leads us to appreciate his scholarly transition in the beginning of the 1930s from a philological approach to
Central Asian and Chinese translations of Buddhist texts to a more interdisciplinary approach in his study of the
culture, religion and history of medieval China. Chen’s intended match of Sun Xingzhe with Hu Shizhi in fact
paid intellectual tribute to Hu Shi, whose study of Xiyouji had inspired Chen’s own investigation of this classical
fantasy novel. During this period, Chen’s scholarship responded to and competed with that of Hu Shih, especial-
ly in the field of medieval Chinese Buddhism. In contrast to Hu Shih’s concentrated efforts to eradicate fictitious
elements in Zen historiography, Chen focused more on tracing its conceptual development within medieval Chi-
nese Buddhism and identifying intellectual linkages between Buddhism and medieval Chinese culture. Methodo-
logically Chen also became critical of the “Re-arranging the national heritage” (zhengli guogu) movement led by
Hu Shih. He shared Feng Youlan’s view that the intellectual and historical value of ancient texts cannot be as-
sessed solely on the basis of authorship. Chen’s view of the value of duiduizi also highlights his unique under-
standing of the significance of parallel style writing in classical Chinese literature. For Chen, the real charm of
parallel style literature, whether poetry or prose, did not lie in its resplendent form, but in its creative use of al-
lusion and classical precedents within the literary framework of parallelism. It could construct a historic vision
that connected past with present, stimulated imagination, and, last but not least, transmitted the emotional
power of persuasion. Achieving its full potential however required that writer have an independent mind and free
artistic spirit. In this sense, duiduizi was no different. His valuing duiduizi thus echoes his views on the es-
sence of Chinese humanistic tradition and great historical writing, both of which demonstrated independent

thinking, historical imagination, and narrative skill.

A Study of the Tunes and Rhythms of Xiaoling:. from Its Relation to Recent- Style Poetry Cai Zongqi

How to make a reasonable classification of numerous tunes of xiaoling (short song lyrics)? How to sort out
their relation to one another and thereby reveal the evolution of the xiaoling genre? These are among the most
difficult issues to be tackled by the critics of the ¢i poetry. Since xiaoling is largely evolved from the recent-style
poetry, a new classification and analysis of xiaoling tunes and rhythms, made through comparisons with the
prosody of recent-style poetry, promise to shed new light on the unique artistic features of xiaoling. The 311
xiaoling tunes of the Tang and Song Dynasties could be divided into five broad categories: 1) tunes completely
modelled on the recent-style poetry; 2) tunes partially modelled on configured the recent-style poetry, with a
moderate increase or decrease in length; 3) tunes mainly composed of pentasyllabic or heptasyllabic lines; 4)
tunes mainly composed of trisyllabic, tetrasyllabic, or hexasyllabic lines; and 5) tunes that simultaneously em-
ploy three or more types of poetic lines. After completing the classification and preliminary analysis of the 311
tunes, the author proceeds to trace the historical development of the xiaoling rhythms, demonstrating how they
have evolved from the recent-style poetry models to take on distinctive features of their own. By analysing the

gradual shift from regularity to variability in line length, the author sums up seven distinctive characteristics of
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the xiaoling rhythms and evaluates the aesthetic significance of these rhythms in the broader context of the his-

tory of Chinese poetry.

The Folk Reading and Criticism of Chinese Literature Zhang Tingyin

In the studies of ancient Chinese literature, it would be a misrepresentation and a tragedy if the voices from
commoners of civil society were not taken into account. There are many commentaries, some of which contain
great insight, of ancient Chinese writers and works by the common people hidden in extant materials such as
family histories and folktales. These spontaneous literary commentaries from civil society have special signifi-
cance for us to understand the learning and transmission process of Chinese literature, as well as the meaning
and value of literary works. Collating and analyzing these materials are necessary because of their being scattered

and unsystematized.

A Reflection of the Contention on Confucianism as a Religion:

from Clue and Bone of Contention to the Discussion of Methodology Zhang Zhigang

The great debate on whether Confucianism is a religion relates to how to understand the essence of Confu-
cians and Confucianism, how to illustrate the characteristics of traditional Chinese culture, how to promote the
spirit of traditional Chinese culture, how to make comparisons between Chinese and foreign cultures and engage
in dialogues among world civilizations, etc. The theoretical crux of the whole contention lies in the concept of re-
ligion, and “comparative method” and “cultural consciousness” become the two profound problems throughout.
It would be conducive to future studies and discussions for us to make an overall synopsis of this historical de-
bate, an objective review of the ideas of different factions, as well as a deep discussion of existing concepts, the-

ories, in particular the problem of methodology.

The Causation between Confucianism and Buddhism:

the Critical Spirit and Rejective Consciousness in Neo-Confucianism Ding Weixiang

The rise of Neo-Confucianism was always closely related to the pressure from Buddhism and Taoism pursuing
transcendence. Yet Confucianism had to refute Buddhism and Taoism to establish its value and independence be-
cause of their antagonism on life values. Thus Neo-Confucianism had to reject Buddhism and Taoism while ab-
sorbing and drawing from their transcendent spirit. If the critical spirit pointed to self-transcendence, self-broad-
ening, and self-promotion of Neo-Confucianism on the whole, the so-called rejective consciousness could only be-
come the origin that Confucianism opposing Buddhism and Taoism on values, and finally changing into sectarian-
ism within Neo-Confucianism. During the development from the Song Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty, Neo-Confu-
cianism generally showed a tendency of continuously transforming the critical spirit toward Buddhism and Tao-
ism into the internal consciousness of rejection with the strengthening of its consciousness of Confucian ortho-
doxy, thus showing a reduction of its theoretical side and exhaustion of creative resource. In previous studies,
the rejection of Buddhism and Taoism was often seen as the basic spirit of Neo-Confucianism, but both the rejec-
tive consciousness contained in, and the negative influence of this consciousness to today’s academic research and

academic discipline, are ignored.

The Position of “Strangers”: a Reflection of the Philosophical Premise of Altruism He Lai
The premise that makes altruism possible is that Strangers outside Me and Us occupy their proper position in
a certain ethical system. Historically speaking, in our society the position of Strangers has always been margined

by traditional notions of ethics or by the egoism originated by market economy. Only when we establish the idea
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of “individual subjectivity for the other” and understand human beings in a new way, can we refrain from putting
up a barrier between Me and the Other, and connect them together. To open to Strangers and the Other, mutual
respect is the fundamental driving force to formulate the personality of each individual and to cultivate a deep

sense of morality. We should establish this new idea of human being which makes altruism become possible.

The Discernment of “Heaven” and “Morality” .

“Rationality” and “Divinity” of Modern Cultural Belief Li Zhimin

In order to eradicate religious offense, Kant and others imagined morality as a self-sufficient concept, and
regulated religion within it. However, morality is only a probable and practical concept, and morality with its
material being stripped away does not exist. The problem of morality and religion could be better discussed in
the perspective of belief. What traditional Chinese Confucianism believed in was a nonfigurative divine “Heav-
en”, and the Western society also converted to the de-visualized divine “Heaven” after experiencing the construc-
tion and deconstruction of religion. The belief of “Heaven” is actually the belief in social consensus and social
spirit, so it presumes the essence of sociality. Meanwhile, because belief is rooted in subjective confession, and
could bring true spiritual satisfaction to individuals, belief is also personalized. The modern belief of “Heaven”
could help the individuals break through their individual restraints and truly fit into the social spirit, thus achie-
ving a win-win situation for themselves and society. In modern cultural belief, there exists a relationship of dia-

lectic unity between “divinity” and “rationality”.

The Integration of National Values and Class Values in the Left Wing Literature.

the Debate on “National Defense Literature” in 1936 Fang Weibao

Class justice and national justice are the two aspects of paradoxical evolution of the value idea of Chinese Left
Wing literature. In 1936, there broke out a debate on “national defense literature” within the Left Wing literary
group. and four sides were involved, led by Zhou Yang, Lu Xun, the Chinese Trotskyites, and Feng Xuefeng.
Zhou Yang proposed a slogan of “national defense literature”, and advocated pan-national united front; Lu Xun
insisted the revolutionists holding the position of class struggle; the Chinese Trotskyites advocated independent
resistance, and opposed the national defense government; and Feng Xuefeng bore similarity to Lu Xun in person-

al opinion, but he acted as a mediator between Zhou Yang and Lu Xun based on his special identity, and made

” ‘

convergence of “popular literature of national revolution” to “national defense literature”. In the debate, they
blamed each other to be “traitor” or “mole”, while regarded themselves as “patriot” and “revolutionist”. Gener-
ally speaking, it was the first conflict between as well as first integrity of national values and class values in the
Left Wing literature. It was through the debate that the national values finally fused with the class values, and

made structural change of the single class values in the Left Wing literature to dual core of “class-nationality”.

The Clue for the Development of Two Ideas of Liberty: in a Perspective of Political Thought Tong Dezhi

The two ideas of liberty originated from the traditions of two Western political theories, advanced by Locke
and Rousseau. These two traditions have influenced the argument on positive liberty and negative liberty be-
tween Neo-liberalism and New Liberalism, and finally found expression in the contemporary arguments on liber-
alism and republicanism. This dichotomy constitutes the heart of the debate between these two ideas of liberty,

and it helps us to understand the history of Western political thought.
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