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Abstracts

The Care Regime: On the Polity of Imperial China LU Xiaobo

It seems a conventional knowledge that the imperial China was characteristic of feudalism and tyranny. How-
ever, the knowledge generated in history has inevitable limitations. Originated in the late Qing Dynasty, the
theory of imperial China’s tyranny was first derived from outsiders’ observations on China’s polity, which was
later accepted domestically. In the West, the evolution of regime classification, including the theory of tyranny,
witnessed the transition from local knowledge to general knowledge, among which the particularity of China has
been largely ignored, and in turn the connection and continuity between imperial China and modern China was
poorly explained. Hence, it is imperative to reconsider the polity of imperial China from the perspective of Chi-
nese local knowledge. We believe the theory of “care regime” describes the imperial China more accurately,

which helps to lower the “cut-the-toes-to-fit-the-shoes” risk when apply western polity theories to China.

A Study ofthe Acceptance History of Li Ling before the Tang Dynasty:

With the Discussion of the Spread and Authenticity of Li’s Works Ding Hongwu

The understanding and evaluation of Li Ling mainly experienced three times of development and evolution be-
fore the Tang Dynasty. In 81 B. C. , Su Wu’s return caused a new round of inspection and discussion of Li Ling’
s case in the Han Dynasty, which set the tone of Ban Gu’s narration of Li Ling. Hereafter, Cai Wenji returning
to the Han Dynasty draw renewed concern and reflection of Li Ling among scholars, and the collation of The
Collection of Li Ling as well as the compilation of “A Supplementary Biography of Li Ling” were the products
of new understanding and interpretation of Li at that time. After the so-called “Uprising of the Five Barbari-
ans”, the acceptance of Li Ling entered a new stage: the cultural elites such as Liu Kun made affirmation of Li
Ling, and broke the former evaluation model of sympathy supplemented by criticism; the northern minorities
such as Xianbei yearned Li as their ancestor, and highlighted Li’s symbolic significance in the fusion process a-
mong the Han nationality and non-Han nationalities; literati of the Southern and Northern Dynasties such as
Jiang Yan showed admiration to Li Ling, and completed the transformation of Li’s image from “warrior” to
“scholar”, and Li’s status in the history of literature was thus established. It is difficult to distinguish whether
Li’s handed-down works were authentic or counterfeit. Those works which were mostly considered as being au-
thentic before the Tang Dynasty. aroused suspicion since the Song Dynasty. However, neither complete nega-

tion or complete affirmation can be correct judgment.

Academicians and Literature Actions of

the Institute for the Cultivation of Literature of the Tang Dynasty Hu Xu, Hu Qian

There are many contradictory records about the positions of academicians of the Institute for the Cultivation
of Literature being established during the Jinglong years in the reign of Emperor Zhongzong of Tang. Through
comparative research of related classics, it can be known that academicians of the institute were selected in every
year of A.D. 708, 709, and 710. In these three years, the number of the academicians were 29 in total, which
was consistent with the number in “A Record of the Institute for the Cultivation of Literature in the Jinglong
Years.” Yet the numbers of “four Grand Academicians, eight Academicians, and twelve Auxiliary Academi-
cians” recorded in classics such as Institutional History of Tang and New Book of Tang were merely planned
numbers when the institute was established in A. D. 708. In the subsequent actual operation, none of the exact
number of three kinds of academicians coincided with the original plan. Although the literature actions of the a-
cademicians advocating form and technique were quite influential at that time and played a role in the Tang litera-

ture, those actions were trivial as a whole, and even impeded the benign process of literature in early Tang.

Investigatingthe Confucian Thought of “Human Nature Being Innate” .
From Pre-Qin Period to the Western Han Dynasty Zhou Chicheng
Xunzi is usually recognized as insisting that the human nature is evil, which however is contradict with the

textual facts. The central idea of Xunzi on human nature is that it isinnate, while the idea of evil human nature
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is taken by certain students of Xunzi. It is Liu Xiang who put the essay “On Evil Nature” between “Zidao” and
“Faxing”, both of which were obviously not the works of Xunzi, and thus gave rise to the impression that Xunzi
himself held the view that the human nature is evil. Actually, the theory of “human nature being innate” is
sharply conflicted with the theory of evil nature, and Confucius himself as the founder of Confucianism inclined
to the former point of view. Until the Western Han Dynasty. Dong Zhongshu still took the human nature as that
is plain and became the most important representative of the theory that the human nature is plain. Jia Yi and
Yan Ying who were a little earlier than or contemporary with Dong Zhongshu also took the similar standpoint.
From the perspective that the human nature is plain, it can not only deduced a series of new revelatory observa-

tions from the thought history on human nature, but also some misunderstanding in history can be corrected.

The New Neo-Confucianism in the Early Qing Dynasty:

A Bridge over the Ming-Qing Academic Transition and the Academic Mainstream of the Early Qing Wang Jian

The academic transition between the Ming and Qing Dynasties was not one step from Neo-Confucianism to
textology as traditionally recognized, but first an upheavel from academics of Ming to the new Neo-Confucianism
in the early Qing, and then disintegrated into various genres such as Neo-Confucianism of Qing, textology, and
Tongcheng School. In the “troubled times” of early Qing, Neo-Confucianists with the majority of adherents of
the Ming Dynasty acted out of the academic approach of following the New-Confucian dogma in the late Ming pe-
riod. They held problem-orientated and all-inclusive path, and devoted themselves to solving China’s crisis in
the 17th century, as well as rebalancing the basic value of Neo-Confucianism and social reality, thus formed the
new Neo-Confucianism in the early Qing. It was a reflex of the themes of that time on academic research, acted
as a bridge over the Ming-Qing academic transition and source of various academic schools of the Qing Dynasty,
and affected greatly the politics in the early Qing, especially Chinesization of the Manchu ruling group. Based on
the changes in the themes of the times and regional academic structure, leading scholars since then constructed
two kinds of images of the new Neo-Confucianism: one regards the “three great Confucianists” of Sun Qifeng,
Huang Zongxi, and Li Yong as leading figures, while the other values the “three masters” of Gu Yanwu, Huang

Zongxi, and Wang Fuzhi.

Advancing in Three Levels: A New Conception on the Future Development of Confucianism Zhao Weidong

For more than a decade, Chinese scholars have been carrying out positive exploration about the future of
Confucianism, and putting forward many creative conceptions. However, most of the conceptions are only meth-
ods to remedy some “defects” of contemporary New Confucianism, with fewer holistic exploration about the fu-
ture of Confucianism. On that account, this paper provides a new conception on the basis of relevant research a-
chievements, that Confucianists should advance in three approaches of academics, religion, and custom. It
should be specially mentioned that, as the relatively weak part of Confucianism, the religious level needs strong
cultivation and positive development; and the political level used to be the top priority of Confucianism, while
henceforward, Confucianism should keep a distance from the politics to maintain its own independence and au-

tonomy.

A Study ofthe Strike Movement by Postal Employees in 1932 Tian Ming, Yue Qianhou

The Movement of Consolidating the Basis of Postal Industry which was caused by rise in postage in 1932
seemed to be a struggle against the government to protect their own economic rights and interests with the aid of
various powers. However, many factors behind it made the situation fairly complicated, and rationality and le-
gitimacy of the movement weakened. The underlying cause of the result lies in that the Nanjing National Gov-
ernment was unable to manage workers well at that time, thus labor became one arena of political powers, and
strike became a powerful weapon to fight against one’s political opponents. This strike provides us a unique ex-

ample of labor dispute, which showed more fully the unusual face of labor movement.

The TwoSequences of Generation Theory in Laozi Cao Feng
The generation theory in Laozi can be divided into two sequences of “birth” and “growth”, so it is incomplete
to understand the theory only from the perspective of “Tao” producing all things in universe. Not only did Laozi

pay attention to the generation of things, but their growth as well. “Tao” and “virtue” take on different roles in
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Laozi’s generation theory. Only from this uniqueness of the theory can we understand the importance of Laozi
emphasizing “profound virtue” and “non-action”, as well as the necessity of Taoists highlighting “naturality” and
“autogeny”. Accurate comprehension of the unique Taoist theory on generation is just the key to accurate com-

prehension of Taoist philosophy.

A Study of the Origin of the Mohist School Guo Wanijin, Ai Dongjing

Mozi is an influential person with few records in historical materials, in which a wealth of cultural informa-
tion is hidden. Narrations and estimations by historians and philosophers had made Mozi gradually became a
well-rounded portrayal in scarce documents. The Mohist School orginated from craft, and can be traced back to
witchcraft. Sacrifice and military affairs are two crucial things for ancient states in China. Acting as the two dis-
tinguished schools, Confucianism devoted to the former, while the Mohist School devoted to the latter. With the
significant mark of “craft” in their devotion to military affairs. the words, deeds, and thoughts of the Mohist
School show prominent technological approach and military color. Mozi is a prime example developing from to

“technique” to “Tao”, an accredited engineer, as well as a giant worshipped by the whole school.

Search for the Evidence of the Ordiances of Heaven and Perseverance in Humanity:

A New Interpretation of Confucius’ Concept of the “Ordiances of Heaven” Li Xiantang

For Confucius, the “ordiances of Heaven” was an inevitable demand raised by the inherent transcendency of
human being to every self-conscious individual, and something needed to be manifested and approved through
strenuous moral efforts. Man approaches and manifests the ordiances of Heaven through moral integrity, and
gains immortality in human eternity enlightened by the ordiances of Heaven. Such concept which seems still car-
rying tail of primitive superstition, actually bears revolutionary element keeping pace with his times. It illumi-
nated the gloom of human nature and eternity of culture, and endowed a kind of sacred sense for integral ceremo-
nial existence of human being, thus made superior Confucianists face the world directly, and possess the horizon
or mind gearing to all the human. Confucius’ concept of the ordiances of Heaven united his thinking in various
dimensions, set a transcendent direction as well as an ultimate pole, and made potential space and logical possi-
bility for tridimensional spread of Confucius’ thoughts. Just because Confucius “studying the lowly things, but

” the School of Zisi and Mencius realized a run-through of human nature,

thoughts penetrating the sublime,
physical property, and heavenly Tao, and the philosophical tradition which lasted for nearly a thousand years

since the Song Dynasty was thus foreshadowed.

An Argumentation of the Character “Xian” in Bronze Inscriptions of the Western Zhou Dynasty :

With a Discussion of the Importance of Paleographic Materials to Relevant Studies Huang Jingian

In a perspective of philology, reading the character “huan” in bronze inscriptions of the Western Zhou Dynas-
ty as “xian” both conforms to certain rule, and could be supported by evidences of literature and historical facts.
The character, literature, and historical facts could be proved interactively. With mutual conformation of bronze
inscriptions and extant literature, at the latest of the reigns of King Yi and King Xiao of the mid-Western Zhou,
there had been the establishment of xian referring to “township-ward”, different from “commanderies and coun-
ties” in the later ages. “Dazuo” recorded in Shishi Gui (a kind of bowl with two handles) of the First Year might
be General-in-chief, and Left and Right Palace Masters were the senior officials of garrison force around the
king. Acting as king’s trusted follower, or the senior official of garrison in the Metropolitan Region, Shishi

could lead troops for king in the wartime.

“Will the World Be All Right?” —How Is the “Reality” Logic of Justice Possible? Yuan Zushe

The structure of social China market in the process of globalization and the differentiation and conflict of in-
terests based on the reality, facing the industry is “complex”, “quality”, and “differences” of the Chinese socie-
ty, we need to practice the Marx doctrine of history-the dialectical unity of value rationality as the basis of ra-
tional reflection and a single abstract specification framework demands discourse and critical paradigm based on
the traditional reference Amartya Sen thoughts about justice, justice beyond the problem of “natural law” and
“legal culture” controversy. pay attention to the realization of social justice of “realistic logic” to gradually a-

chieve a breakthrough and change of research methods.
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