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A New Hypothesis of the Origin of Early Chinese State:

From “Monkey Mountain Structure” to Centralized State Xiao Gonggin

The Patron-Client organizational structure, which emerged among the Mongolian nomadic communities dur-
ing the 13th century, provides a new perspective for understanding the formation process of the state from Three
Emperors and Five Sovereigns up to the Xia, Shang, and Zhou Dynasties. People can discover the “Monkey
Mountain structure” which is similar to that of nomadic society from texts like “Five Emperors of the Millenni-
um” and “Xia Dynasty” out of the Records of the Grand Historian and so forth. The Monkey Mountain struc-
ture embodies the phenomenon that the strongman supplies the protection and the weak offers allegiance, and
this way can integrate both interests of the higher and the lower, which realizes the initial transformation of pet-
ty community from decentralizing status to centralizing one. Thereby, we are able to form a new hypothesis on
the making of the Chinese early state by means of such a relationship structure as an interpretive framework.
This article argues that the incohesive unions of “Monkey Mountain structure”, through the Jimi System (i. e. in
winning someone over to obey the ruling, or it also can be viewed as the former sort of the Enfeoffment System
that the opposite side keeps the high autonomy and self-government while in conformity with the authority) as
the subinfeudation depends on homeland prior to the Enfeoffment System, then developed into the latter of
Western Zhou during the Xia-Shang era. Subsequently, there appeared the change of the centralization under the
condition of rivalries among the dukes and princes in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods and at
last came the Qin and Han empires. It can be seen the completed chain of the forming process of the ancient Chi-
nese state in this period of historical trajectory. What the paper concludes is that the formation of the ancient
Chinese state experienced neither the route of western classical slavery system nor the Asiatic production mode,
directing to the path of Oriental Despotism, but evolved out of the collective experiences of the Huaxia nation on
the basis of the Patron-Client relations of Huaxia petty communities after undergoing the gradual stages from

chiefdom, Jimi System up through Enfeoffment System, and finally set out on the road to centralized despotism.

Critique on Autocratic Monarchy in Ancient China Li Ruohui

In the discussion about whether ancient China is an autocratic society, whether the emperors are autocratic is
an important point. The idea that there is no autocratic monarchy in ancient China is very popular in contempora-
ry academia, holding the idea that there was no self-criticism of autocratic monarchy during this long period of
time. In this regard, there are two kinds of different understandings: one is that autocracy sure is dark, yet this
concept was not applied on the emperors in ancient China, in other words, there did not exist the fact of auto-
cratic monarchy in ancient China; and the other is that in ancient China, it was regarded that the emperors
should be “autocratic”, i. e. although there existed “autocratic monarchy” in ancient China, the ancients gave a
positive evaluation of it, and criticism on autocracy was only directed at the liegeman’s invasion of imperiality,
which substantially intended to maintain “autocratic monarchy”. However, we can discover several discussions
in classical documents which used the word “autocracy” on the emperors, and attacked “autocratic monarchy”. This
indicates that in the autognosis of ancient China, there existed not only the fact of “autocratic monarchy”, but also criti-
cism on it. And this kind of criticism included two aspects: one is the foundation of classical Chinese political philosophy
which regards China as belonging to people all over the land and not the private property of the emperor; and on the
other hand, the political system of decentralization between the emperor and Counselor-in-chief was established to in-
sure the foundation descending to mere talk. If the emperor arbitrarily issued an edict without the permission of Coun-

selor-in-chief or Secretariat, it would be considered as unscrupulousness of taking the empire of his own.

How Did China Become an Autocratic Country? Bai Tongdong

In this paper, the author will argue that the spread and of the idea that traditional China was despotic is root-
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ed in the ignorance and the arrogance of the West toward China. Through Japan, it was almost universally ac-
cepted by Chinese scholars and politicians through much of the 20th century under the pressure of saving China
from Western and Japanese invasions. But this explanation is not fully applicable to Montesquieu, who first in-
troduced and developed this idea. Through investigating his general theory of moderate and despotic regimes,
and his understanding of China, 1 will explain why he introduced this idea and why it was deeply problematic.
After clarifying the concept of despotism, I will challenge directly the understanding that the traditional Chinese
regime was autocratic. Finally, I will show that because of the inadequacy of this understanding and the actions
taken by the Chinese on the basis of this understanding, China has indeed become despotic since the collapse of
the traditional Chinese regime, which, ironically, does corroborate Montesquieu’s understanding of the nature

of despotism.

The Essence ofCollation and Supplement of the Images and Biographies of Qing Scholars Chen Zuwu

The Images and Biographies of Qing Scholars written by Ye Yanlan in collaboration with his grandson Ye
Gongchuo is an unfinished piece of literature. Its second volume which was completed more than half a century
ago has only images but no biographies. 1 have spent more than six years to finish Collation and Sup plement o f
the Images and Biographies of Qing Scholars. In this paper, I link the “Origin”, “General Notices”, and “Il-
lustration of Collation” of the book, as well as three complementary biographies of Zhao Zhixin, Kong Guanglin,
and Ding Yici who were born in Shandong Province. Through these advance contents, readers could detect the

gist of the whole book.

Expressing with the Feet: The Alternative Narratives of Rural Crisis in the 1920s and 1930s China Ma Junya

In the 1920s and 1930s, expositions of rural crisis in China reached an amazingly large amount. Yet a consid-
erable part of these narratives concentrated on Jiangnan, i. e. lands south of the lower reaches of the Yangtze
River, and the most flourishing economic area in China, which took temporary economic fluctuation brought by
world market as the irreversible ultimate contradiction of the society. However, even in times of crisis, the busi-
ness economy in modern Jiangnan still contained boundless energy. The real crisis in Chinese rural society did
not suffer from the fluctuation of world market, but isolation from the world economy. In the agricultural areas
experiencing less natural calamity, the peasant economy indeed suffered from involution; while in the disaster-
ridden areas, peasants suffered more from not being involved in involution. The rural crisis in the 1920s and
1930s that peasants expressed with their feet revealed more truly the regional imbalance of social economy and

essential contradiction of rural society in China.

The Enlightening Significance of World System Theory on the Methodology Wu Ying

Framed bya world system, World History Theory analyzes the development of global capitalism in the long
run, providing us with a new perspective and method to have an overall and dynamic understanding of modern
capitalism. Since its foundation, World History Theory continues to expand its influence, but also faces criti-
cisms from all sides. Against the criticisms from Weberians, orthodox Marxists, adherents for law of compara-
tive advantage by David Ricardo, neo-Hintzians and postmodernist, Wallerstein makes strong responses, and
systematically studies the forming and influence of the capitalist ideology which not previously involved in newly-
published The Modern World-System IV, thus more fully and deeply shows the methodology meaning of world

system theory, and its enlightening significance for contemporary social science research.

The Appearance of Works of Philosophers and Transformation of Books Liu Guangyu

The official books are products of official historian in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties. As the culture of official
historian is a kind of religious culture served for the purpose of monopolization, the official books possess three
characteristics: no public communication being allowed, the author being anonymous, and book having no defini-

tive edition. The works of philosophers appeared posterior to official books, which was caused by the great revo-
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lution from Caesaropapism to separation of church and the state. Acting as rebels of the culture of official histo-
rian, philosophers advocated worldly politics and culture in their theories and books, yet they and their appren-
tices were inseparable from the context of historical tradition in cultural activities. Under the influence of official
books, written language could not be the media of association and communication, and oral culture continued un-
abated. so the theories of philosophers, especially of the early ones must be handed down by or were handed
down mostly by their apprentices with oral teaching. And under the influence of the tradition of official books,
the works of philosophers were not signed before the Han Dynasty, showing that a strict concept of authorship
was not established in China before the Han Dynasty. so the authors of the works of philosophers were not re-
stricted by copyright, and there was not the problem of authenticity about these works. On the one hand, the
appearance of works of philosophers replaced oral culture with reading culture, and on the other hand, these
works gradually transformed the characteristics of official books, and finally led to the fundamental transition of
books from no public communication to public communication. In the perspective of cultural history, the change
from official books to works of philosophers means the breakthrough from official learning to folk writing, from
religious monoism to secular pluri-culture, and from monopolization to freedom, which opened the door of cul-

tural prosperity since the Qin and Han Dynasties.

The Reconstruction of Classics of Han Fu since 1978 Zhang Xinke, Liu Yanqing

After the 1950s, there once emerged cases of deconstructing classics of Han fu due to the political thought.
And with the ideological emancipation as well as great change in politics and economy, the value and classical
status of Han fu have been reconfirmed and reconstructed by means of dissemination, comment, creation, and
acceptance since 1978. Present studies of Han fu reveal a multidisciplinary trend under new research perspec-
tives, new research methods, and discovery of new materials. Meanwhile, dissemination and acceptance of Han
fu have been enlarged with the help of internet media. The reconstruction of the classical status of Han fu
shows the eternal charm of literary classics beyond time and space. In our changing times, the problems that
how to carry on and evaluate Chinese cultural heritage including Han fu, how to establish the criteria for evalua-
ting Han fu. and how to recognize the influence of political change to the classics construction of Han fu, all de-

serve our attention.

A Discussion of Internal Active Mechanism and Relevant Theoretical Characterization

of the “Tradition” of Classical Chinese Literature Guo Peng

To understand the “tradition” of classical Chinese literature, one should start with the fundamentalse-
manteme and inscape of “tradition”. In the process of its development and evolution, Chinese literature formed a
national tradition with distinct characteristics. This tradition possesses not only a constraint upon the develop-
ment of literature, but also exclusiveness for sustaining itself as well as excluding other norms that do not con-
form to it. And once formed, the tradition will affect the future trends and development of literature. The dy-
namic structure of classical Chinese literature took the thoughts of Confucianism and Taoism as well as the spirit
of Qu Yuan as its connotation, which possesses internal mechanism sustaining itself and interacts with each oth-
er. A proper definition for the formation and mechanism of tradition of classical literature will help us understand
its course of evolution and patterns. Simultaneously, to understand fundamental characteristics and internal ac-
tive mechanism of tradition of classical literature, as well as to grasp accurately the theoretical problems related
to the characteristics of the tradition, would be helpful to discern the most valuable connotation of the tradition

of classical Chinese literature, and create lively ecological conditions for the development of national literature.

Logical Method. or Ethical Practice?
A Study of the “Genus Extension” Idea of Pre-Qin Confucianist and Mohist Li Wei
The “genus extension” often mentioned by Confucians and Mohists is an important issue of the generic idea in

the Pre-Qin times. Former studies were mainly focused on logic, and it seems somehow reasonable to interpret
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it as “analogism”. Yet it cannot be denied that there is the defect of forced analogy and externality in this inter-
pretation. Judging from the literature, the verb in this term does not mainly refer to inference, but practical
spread, and the noun does not refer to a broad and formal generic relation either, but the genus of right behavior
and right expression. Hereby, rather than to understand the term as the logical method of analogy, it would be
better to interpret it as a kind of ethical practice focusing on extending the right behaviors and speeches already
established in some occasions to other occasions according to its “genus”. So the “genus extension” would mainly

be responsible for the rightness of behavior and speech. but not serve for the validity of thinking and inference.

Qi Spreading All over the Space: On the Model of Ancient Chinese Thought

about Pestilence from the Perspective of Resulting and Treating Yu Gengzhe

A characteristic ofimage language determines the ancient Chinese thinking model to emphasize integrality and
intuition, which results in being comprehensively strong while analytically weak. The concept of gi, reflected in
the thoughts of pestilence in the way of resulting and treating is the product of it. By introducing the concept of
qi, with its feature of spreading all over the space, various characteristic of pestilence could be interpreted. And
it is perfectly in accordance with the gi-blood theory. Qi was almost taken as climate in the early times, and by
the Sui Dynasty, it gained initial distinguishment in putting forward the concept of “Zhu-Bing” which had noticed
social contagion. Medical works of Song Dynasty, represented by The Complete Record of Holy Benevolence »
applied theory “five elements and six pathogens” to predict disease. But, it was a regress. The idea of epidemic
pathogenic factors by Wu Youxing in the Ming Dynasty made a breakthrough. It targeted nose and mouth as the
infections channels, which was a progress in logical thinking, but it was still under the conception of gi. The
connotation of gi was continuously explained and substituted in the process, and it was put to use in both pros
and cons. Water, fire, virtues and such with spreading characteristic are considered to be effective in fighting
disease. And all of this creatively demonstrates the feature of traditional Chinese thinking pattern. In brief, q¢i

plays a multifunctional role in this research.

Modern Chinese Thought from the Spectroscope of Legalist School Yu Zhong

During one centuryof history of academic thought in China, the legalist school can play a role of academic
spectroscope. Because the legalist school implicated several thoughts such as the rule of law, the nationalism and
the despotism, the legalist school has a perplexing relationship with the several thoughts. The legalist school
provides a channel to understand and reflect on the thoughts of the rule of law, nationalism and the despotism.
In turn, the rule of law, nationalism, and despotism can also reveal certain silhouettes of the legalist school.
The academic spectroscope function of legalist school helps promote the integration of jurisprudence, philoso-

phy, history, political science and other disciplines.

A Straightforward and Outstanding Historian: The Life and Academics of Ding Shan Zhu Bin

Professor Ding Shan is a great scholar of the 20th century and an outstanding delegate of modern historiogra-
phy in China. In his short life, Prof. Ding gained achievements in a wide range of academic fields such as
philolgy, inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells and ancient bronze objects, historical geography, archaeology,
studies of ancient religion, mythology and so on, especially being well-known for his studies of inscriptions on
bones or tortoise shells and ancient bronze objects, as well as ancient history. Living in the times that Chinese
academics transforming from traditional paradigm to the modern one, including the transformation from classical
phonology, exegesis, and studies of Confucian classics to moern historiography, he inherited the legacy of tradi-
tional learning, and opened the beginning of modern academics, thus made outstanding contributions to the de-
velopment of Chinese academics at that time. In the studies of ancient Chinese history, Ding formed a kind of ac-
ademic style of his own, which aimed at pursuing the origin of Chinese culture, and reconstructed the system of
ancient history by applying archaeological materials in combination with textual criticism and comparative lin-

guistics. His achievements and method had been influencing deeply on the later times.
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