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Wu Mengban: a feminist pioneer who passed away untimely
Xia Xiaohong
(Department of Chinese, Beijing University, Beijing 100871)
Abstract: Wu Mengban, the organizer of Shanghai Women’s Education Union, should be better remembered as a feminist
pioneer in China. Having lived only 19 years, she was especially representative among China’s energetic and daring youths
of the time. The Union she established put forward its aims of enhancing women’s education and developing women’s
rights for the first time among the modern women’s organizations in China. With a consciousness of independence for
women, Wu’s thoughts played an important role in the evolution from “gender equglity” to “equal rights for all genders. ”
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