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Perplexity at “ Transcending the Historical Skepticism” :
From the Errors of “The Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology Project”
Zhang Fuxiang
(Institute of Literature, History and Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan, 250100, China)

Abstract: In contemporary chronology of the ancient history, the feasible method should still be trying all possible conjunction
and textual criticism upon the foundation of ancient documentary “texts” , striving to adjust the present chronological system to the
standard acceptable to most scholars. Yet “The Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology Project” does not follow this way, concentrating itself
mainly on the investigation and evidence collection of unwritten materials instead, and most of the results are unreliable. The
multi-disciplinary method advocated by the Project bears the tendency of pan-scientism, thus has led to series of errors in the
chronological demonstration. These errors have indicated that, as the guidance idea, the proposition of “Transcending the histori-
cal skepticism” as well as the formulation of “Transcending the historical skepticism, stepping out of confusion” are both theoret-
ically and practically incorrect.

Keywords: Bamboo Annals; “The Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology Project” ; “Transcending the era of historical skepticism”
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